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University Settlement and Jamestown Partner for Second 

Annual High School Internship Program at One Times Square 
 

--Program aims to create new career pathways for New York City public high school students— 
 

--End of term project winners to receive tickets to New Year’s Eve Ball Drop Celebration-- 
 

New York, NY  – University Settlement, a social services institution that fights NYC poverty and 
inequality through innovative programs, and Jamestown, the design-focused real estate 
investment and management firm, today announced the conclusion of their second internship 
program at One Times Square, home to the iconic New Year’s Eve Ball Drop Celebration. Over the 
course of the seven-week paid program, twelve interns gained valuable commercial real estate 
knowledge as well as insight into a variety of affiliated career paths. To celebrate the end of this 
year’s program, the team selected as the winner of the end of term project will be granted tickets 
to attend the Ne w Year’s Eve Ball Drop celebration to ring in 2024 at One Times Square.  
  
“Many of our young neighbors who participated in this internship are on the path toward becoming 
the first people in their families to go to college,” said Melissa Aase, CEO, University Settlement. 
“Receiving real insights into the commercial real estate industry from a diverse set of successful 
professionals will potentially make a big impact as these ambitious students begin planning their 
futures - you can’t be what you can’t see. We’re grateful to Jamestown for its thoughtful and 
committed partnership, a real investment in the strength of our communities.”  
  
“Creating and nurturing local talent is essential to the future of our cities. Our partnership with 
University Settlement enables us to invest in the next generation of leaders and helps build a 
foundation for equitable urban development,” said Michael Phillips, Principal and President, 
Jamestown.  
  
With the mission to create a pipeline for the next generation of real estate professionals and invest 
in local New York communities, the program connects public school students from diverse 
backgrounds to industry professionals and mentors. Through a carefully curated curriculum, the 
internship class learned about the types of work, capabilities, and skill sets that jobseekers 
encounter in the real estate industry through a multitude of hands-on activities, such as asset 
valuations, SWOT analyses, photo and video creation, and individual and group presentations. 
Interns also gained valuable insight into career paths that go hand-in-hand with the industry, 
including architecture, design, construction, and asset management.  

https://www.universitysettlement.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.jamestownlp.com/__;!!BY6rQingu0nc2ip4oxg!EnZFoz8Y6rZYWUs4-HJgZqy6zI8TQNiwMOsesa-LPZ6ZzR6y34wrmVHpX8Odfjgg0SytI_ca3ZSo9xh2zooS2QBGlHiyWCtBgME$


  
Supporting interns’ journey from high school to college, the program additionally included college 
prep workshops, access to college advisors who provided guidance on the college application and 
financial aid processes and support developing personal essays. 
  
“Interning with Jamestown this summer has been an incredibly enriching experience for me, giving 
me vital tools and greater confidence as I enter my senior year,” said Maya Gourianov, rising senior 
at New Explorations into Science, Technology and Math (NEST+m). “The opportunity to explore 
various real estate career paths – including analyst, architect, and marketing coordinator –  has 
given me a holistic understanding of how the industry works overall. Participating in hands-on 
activities, including creating captivating promotional videos and crafting blueprints, I’ve gained 
practical skills and insights into the professional world, which I am confident will serve as a solid 
foundation for my college journey and eventual career path. The workshops led by University 
Settlement’s College Passport team will be immensely beneficial as I apply to colleges this year - I 
now have a much greater understanding of how the financial aid process works, as well as a 
stronger sense of how admissions officers are evaluating candidates.” 
  
“Participating in this internship was very eye-opening – I discovered different career paths in real 
estate that could have untapped potential for me,” said Andy Lau, rising senior at Stuyvesant High 
School. “Learning about how real estate analysts use models to project the returns of 
opportunistic, value-add, and core plus investments was exciting, and I’ve been inspired to 
broaden my thinking about potential careers. I’m now aware of opportunities I’d never imagined 
before.” 
  
“Through close partnership, our organizations are creating an updated model for summer 
internships that pairs industry-specific career exposure with college and career readiness 
instruction that is specifically tailored to that experience,” said Bintou Sankareh, College 
Coordinator, College Passport. “Jamestown’s additional support of the program this year helped 
us meaningfully enhance our interns’ experience – we developed a more formal and facilitated 
curriculum, coordinated a more selective and supportive application process, and will be providing 
letters of recommendation as well as ongoing support in their college and job searches.”  
  
With 260 students having applied for the 12 internship positions, participants noted they were 
inspired to consider careers in the commercial real estate industry in the future, now equipped 
with the skillsets and wealth of knowledge to further their career path through college and beyond. 
  
-- 
  
About Jamestown 
Jamestown is a global, design-focused real estate investment and management firm with a 40-
year track record and mission to create places that inspire. Since its founding in 1983, Jamestown 
has executed transactions totaling approximately $40 billion. As of June 30, 2023, Jamestown has 
assets under management of $12.3 billion and a portfolio spanning key markets throughout the 
U.S., Latin America, and Europe. Jamestown employs more than 500 people worldwide with 
headquarters in Atlanta and Cologne, and offices in Amsterdam, Bogotá, Boston, London, Los 
Angeles, Madrid, New York, San Francisco, and Washington, D.C. Current and previous projects 
include One Times Square and Chelsea Market in New York, Industry City in Brooklyn, Ponce City 
Market in Atlanta, Ghirardelli Square in San Francisco, the Innovation and Design Buildings in 



Boston and Lisbon, and Groot Handelsgebouw in Rotterdam. For more information, 
visit www.jamestownlp.com. 
  
About University Settlement  
University Settlement partners with 40,000 New Yorkers on the Lower East Side and in Brooklyn 
every year to build on their strengths as they achieve healthy, stable, and remarkable lives. For 
over 135 years, we’ve collaborated with our neighbors to pioneer highly effective programs that 
fight poverty and systemic inequality. Established in 1886 as the first Settlement House in the 
United States, we bring the values of that movement into the 21st century by meeting New Yorkers 
where they live, listening deeply to all perspectives, engaging with every individual holistically, and 
creating space for people to organize. Joining together with our neighbors to advocate for justice 
and equality, we help build community strength. 

  
We work with New Yorkers of all ages. We infuse a commitment to civic engagement, equity, and 
communal action into each of our programs, which include early childhood education, mental 
health and wellness, benefits assistance and eviction prevention, adult literacy and education, 
healthy aging, community and recreation centers, performing and visual arts, and youth 
development. Learn more at www.universitysettlement.org.  
  
Media Contacts: 
University Settlement:  
Dave Hughes 
dhughes@universitysettlement.org 
  
Jamestown:  
Siobhán Stocks-Lyons  
sstocks-lyons@marinopr.com 
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