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NYC high school students explore career opportunities in 
commercial real estate through Jamestown and University 
Settlement’s inaugural summer internship program 
 
New York, NY – This summer, 11 New York City-area high school juniors and seniors interested in 
learning about future career paths in commercial real estate participated in a unique internship 
convened by real estate investment and management firm, Jamestown, in partnership with 
University Settlement’s College Passport program.  
 
Over the course of the six-week program, which centered on Jamestown’s evolution of the 
international landmark property One Times Square, a class of 11 interns learned about the types of 
work, capabilities, and skill-sets jobseekers encounter in the real estate industry, while also 
receiving advice about how to prepare to apply for college and for financial aid. Students gained 
insight into roles and responsibilities across job functions including redevelopment, construction, 
asset management, and marketing.  
 
150 students applied for nine positions, and ultimately 11 were selected to participate in the 
internship; participants reported that they were inspired to consider pathways to a commercial 
real estate career in the future. 
 
"I’ve learned about the nitty-gritty of the real estate development process, the minute details that 
go into completed real estate projects and saw the extent to which real estate holds prevalence in 
New York City," said Alexander Calafiura, East Side Community High School Class of 2024. "I have 
been strongly inspired to pursue two real estate paths - fund management and office leasing." 
  
“We’re always excited to partner with organizations who can help us create immersive educational 
experiences for students in our communities,” said Melissa Aase, CEO, University Settlement.   
“When young people from diverse backgrounds, young people who are on the path toward 
becoming the first people in their families to go to college, are able to see people with similar 
backgrounds succeeding in industries that feel far from their own experiences, it can help spark 
untold creative ambition and build a brighter future. Creating this internship with Jamestown 
helped us make those kinds of connections this summer.”  
 
"It matters… It matters that we take the time to educate and train future generations,” said Sherri 
White, Executive at One Times Square, who coordinated the internship program. “It matters that 
we take the time to make sure those that we train are outside our usual small circles formed from 6 
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degrees of separation … It matters that when we have the opportunity to make a difference in the 
course of someone’s life we take the time to do it.”  
 
-- 
  
About Jamestown 
Jamestown is a global, design-focused real estate investment and management firm with a 39-
year track record and mission to create places that inspire. Since its founding in 1983, Jamestown 
has executed transactions totaling approximately $40 billion. As of June 30, 2022, Jamestown has 
assets under management of $13.1 billion and a portfolio spanning key markets throughout the 
U.S., Latin America, and Europe. Jamestown employs more than 400 people worldwide with 
headquarters in Atlanta and Cologne, and offices in Amsterdam, Bogotá, Boston, London, Los 
Angeles, Madrid, Milan, New York, San Francisco, and Washington, D.C. Current and previous 
projects include One Times Square and Chelsea Market in New York, Industry City in Brooklyn, 
Ponce City Market in Atlanta, Ghirardelli Square in San Francisco, the Innovation and Design 
Buildings in Boston and Lisbon, and Groot Handelsgebouw in Rotterdam. For more information, 
visit www.jamestownlp.com. 
 
About University Settlement  
University Settlement partners with 40,000 New Yorkers on the Lower East Side and in Brooklyn 
every year to build on their strengths as they achieve healthy, stable, and remarkable lives. For 
over 135 years, we’ve collaborated with our neighbors to pioneer highly effective programs that 
fight poverty and systemic inequality. Established in 1886 as the first Settlement House in the 
United States, we bring the values of that movement into the 21st century by meeting New Yorkers 
where they live, listening deeply to all perspectives, engaging with every individual holistically, and 
creating space for people to organize. Joining together with our neighbors to advocate for justice 
and equality, we help build community strength. 

  
We work with New Yorkers of all ages. We infuse a commitment to civic engagement, equity, and 
communal action into each of our programs, which include early childhood education, mental 
health and wellness, benefits assistance and eviction prevention, adult literacy and education, 
healthy aging, community and recreation centers, performing and visual arts, and youth 
development.  
 
Learn more at www.universitysettlement.org.  
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