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University Settlement is part of a unique family of organizations that includes 
The Door and Broome Street Academy Charter High School. Together the three 
assist more than 40,000 vulnerable New Yorkers every year to embrace their 
strengths, realize their potential and achieve a life of well-being and prosperity. 
Our family of organizations is recognized for the quality of our programs, for our 
willingness to take risks to stay well ahead in the fields in which we engage, and 
for our financial stability.

These three organizations are bound together legally, culturally, and philosoph-
ically. Our partnership maximizes the strengths of each organization separately, 
and the three collectively. 

However, the most powerful product of this partnership stems from our shared 
pursuit of a common goal: to transform lives by connecting and empowering 
people, with compassion and dignity. 

Like all families, University Settlement, The Door and Broome Street Academy 
maintain certain similarities – we are smart, compassionate and bold. We provide 
high-quality programs to a large and diverse population, just as we are assertive 
and successful in shaping the way in which we address key social, economic and 
educational issues in New York City and beyond. It is challenging and immensely 
fulfilling work, made possible by our partnership with each other – and with you. 
Together we are the parts that, combined, make a greater whole. 

In October of 2015, we celebrated all three organizations together at a joint-fund-
raising event, the second annual Our Family Table (see pages 14-15). The result 
was an inspirational, moving evening – full of energy and full of promise. As we 
continue to talk about and celebrate our unique family, I hope you find the part-
nership illuminating in bold, new ways that inspire you. If you would like to learn 
more about the family – or any of our members – please let us know. We’re excited 
to have you get to know us better and to join with us in our shared purpose.

Sincerely,

Michael H. Zisser, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer, University Settlement and The Door

Our Unique Family



Dear Friend,

As University Settlement 
celebrates its 130th birthday, 
you can imagine the joy and 

excitement we’re feeling about the 
tremendous impact we’ve had in 
more than a century of action. 

At the same time, we’re humbled 
knowing that too many New York-
ers are struggling. Today, there are 
nearly 1 million New Yorkers who 
are over the age of 65 – a number 
that will increase by 35% in the next 
15 years – yet there are too few  
city-and state-funded resources, and 
even private funding, to respond.

Homelessness has hit a level we 
haven’t seen since the Great  
Depression, and nearly 60,000 
people are in shelters. More than 
a third of that number are children. 
Hundreds of thousands more lack 
stable housing. 

Violent crime, while decreased 
in recent years overall, continues 
to plague some neighborhoods 
at significant rates; coupled with 
strained relationships with police, 
some communities despair any 
lasting change.

Our communities are crying out for 
solutions that not only address their 
immediate needs, but help them 
reach a lifetime of success. They’re 
seeking lasting change in the face 
many obstacles. And that’s where 
we come in. 

We are fiercely dedicated to com-
bating the issues that our city is 
facing, leading the charge against 
the crises that uproot and weaken 
our neighborhoods. This is more 
than just creating responsive, 
flexible programming based on 
the input of those around us. It’s 
about collective action – the kind 
of driven, informed effort that we 
take every day.

It’s also about being a spark of 
change, empowering community 
leaders who can join us in the  
fight for justice and prosperity  
for everyone.

As we light another candle on our 
birthday cake, our commitment to 
this city is stronger than ever. We 
know we’re having a real impact on 
people’s lives.

In the pages that follow, you’ll see 
incredible examples of leadership 
and transformation – made by us, 
by the fellow New Yorkers we work 
alongside in our neighborhoods, 
and by you, our friends and  
supporters.

Together, we are building resilience 
and hope. 

Thank you,

Melissa E. Aase
Executive Director

SAviNg SUmmER CAmP

In early May, we received shocking news that City summer camp funding 
that we, and others, were promised would no longer be available. More 
than 40,000 low-income kids – more than 600 at University Settlement 
alone – would lose access to an educational, nurturing program that 
working families rely on. We were stunned, but we had to act quickly. 
More than 400 of our staff members made phone calls, and we con-
tacted more than 13,000 of our friends, donors and volunteers to join 
the fight. Mere hours after a rally at City Hall with our after-school kids, 
staff and parents, and other community partners, the Mayor and City 
Council announced a restoration in funding. It was a triumphant victory. 
We saved summer camp thanks to our connections with our community, 
and with you.
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Gladys is what you’d call a 
people person. With seven 

siblings growing up and later four 
sons, quiet is not a familiar concept 
to her.

Gladys moved from Puerto Rico 
when she was four years old. For 
nearly 70 years, she’s lived in the 
Lower East Side, watching different 
cultures take root and become part 
of the diverse neighborhood she 
calls home.

She married young, raised her four 
sons with her mother’s help, and 
worked as a housekeeper. With a 
limited income, she managed to 
stretch what she had to take care of 
her family. Now that she’s retired, 
she knows firsthand that sitting at 
home is the last thing she wants  
to do.

“For how busy my life has been,  
I decided that now is the time to 
really live – to really enjoy my life 
and make it great.”

To keep her mind and body active, 
Gladys has been coming to our 
Neighborhood Center at 189 Allen 
for the past few years. There she 
sings, dances, helps out with lunch, 
and participates in every special 
event, including a yearly fashion 
show. She gets the chance to thrive 
in an environment that many 
older adults across the city don’t 
have access to – free, high-quality 
programming that keeps them both 
happy and sharp. 

As a near-daily fixture, she prides 
herself on making new friends 
and reaching out to others who are 
seeking companionship, as well as 
encouraging them to be more ac-
tive. “I believe in taking care of each 
other. It’s my job to reach out and 
make connections, and because of 
that, it’s really become my home.”

On the Lower East Side alone, more than 15% of the population is over the  
age of 65. Nearly a third rely on food stamps and SNAP benefits to feed  
themselves. Across our older adult sites, we help more than 2,600 seniors  
age with vitality and dignity. 

“No matter  
     your problems,
   you just have to 
              live.”

gLADyS 
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“No matter  
     your problems,
   you just have to 
              live.”

Empowering people to achieve a lifetime of prosperity and well-being is our focus at  
University Settlement. In 2015, we pioneered programs to help communities in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan do just that. More than 30,000 New Yorkers connected with us for  

opportunities to learn, grow, advocate, create, and inspire. Here are highlights from the year:  

LEvELINg THE 
PLAYINg fIELD IN 
HOUSINg COUrT

Thanks to our Court Navigators 
Program, low-income tenants facing 
eviction who cannot afford formal 
representation have the guidance they 
need to ensure a more just and fair 
hearing in housing court. It’s common 
knowledge that the vast majority of 
tenants in housing court cannot afford 
to pay for legal representation, while 
more than 90% of landlords have 
lawyers to fight for them. Without the 
Court Navigators by their side, many 
more tenants would be forced to make 
their way alone through a compli-
cated process that can lead to a life 
in a shelter or on the streets.  Now in 
its second year, this successful pilot 
program has guaranteed that those 
facing eviction have a fair fight to stay 
in their homes.  

 
 
gIvINg THE  
YOUNgEST CHILDrEN 
THE BEST STArT

University Settlement was among the 
first recipients of a critical – and brand 
new – federal investment to bring 
Early Head Start into family day care 
programs. Raising young children in 
one of the world’s most expensive 
cities is a challenge. Low-income, 
working families are often unable 
to afford high-quality programs for 
children under 5 – and that means 

their children can quickly fall behind 
their peers before kindergarten even 
begins.  Families will now have access 
to a free, comprehensive program 
that develops academic readiness and 
social and behavioral growth in young 
children before they start school. With 
this critical funding, more families  
can build an earlier foundation for 
their child’s success, regardless of  
their income.

ArTS THAT BUILD
A BrIDgE BETWEEN 
gENErATIONS

Our artist-in-residence program is 
bringing young people and older 
adults together to create art that is 
built on mutual understanding and 
shared respect. In our second year 
of partnership with the outfit Roots & 
Branches, older adults and youth in 
our after-school programs participate 
in acting workshops and performance 
opportunities that allow them to 
express themselves, share their unique 
experiences, and forge bonds that 
lift self-worth, understanding, and 
community. At a time when many 
public schools are being forced to cut 
arts programs, and few older adults 
have access to art as part of healthy 
aging, our arts program provides a 
vital opportunity to communities that 
might otherwise never have one. 

 

A NEW UNIvErSITY 
SETTLEMENT CENTEr 
fOr OLDEr ADULTS 

We added the Max Meltzer Senior 
Center on the Lower East Side to our 
network of community centers exclu-
sively for older adults. There are more 
adults over the age of 60 than ever 
before in our city, but funding for 
senior programming has largely stayed 
the same. Older adults have been 
heavily affected by economic difficul-
ties, and many rely on food stamps 
and rent subsidies to survive. For more 
than 40 years, our holistic approach to 
healthy aging has included continuing 
education, art, recreational activities, 
and nutrition. More than 2,600 people 
every year benefit from our programs 
to ensure that our older neighbors can 
continue to lead healthy, full lives. 

EMPOWErINg YOUNg 
LEADErS AS A PATH 
OUT Of POvErTY

High-school-aged youth in Brooklyn 
will participate in the type of leadership 
training that can be a turning point in a 
young life, thanks to our being chosen 
for a new pilot called Connect/Flow/
Inspire.  In the Fort Greene neighbor-
hood of Brooklyn, where our Ingersoll 
Community Center is located, violent 
crimes persist at greater levels than 
in the rest of the borough, and one 
in five residents live at or below the 
poverty line. Young adults in particular 

Successes &  
Accomplishments  
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are often sucked into a rising tide of 
gang violence and with it a downward 
spiral of poverty and despair. Now 30  
low-income teenagers in the neighbor-
hood will participate in eight weeks of 
community development and leader-
ship training to help reveal a different 
path. Kicking off in 2016, these young 
adults will receive mentorship, build 
self-identity, and learn to become 
the advocates and leaders that will 
help direct their lives, and benefit  
their communities.

A grOUNDBrEAkINg 
PILOT fOr CHILDrEN 
AND PArENTS

Many adults in New York work well 
over 50 hours a week; finding time 
to bond with their family while strug-
gling to provide for them can be a 
challenge. We know that providing 
more support to parents in need has 
an impact on children and parents 
alike, so we’ve launched a new initia-
tive known as ParentCorps with New 
York University. ParentCorps is a 
culturally-sensitive, family-focused  
program that helps low-income fami-
lies build healthy relationships and 
school success. Parents are engaged 
in support groups to learn about child 
development and how to be fully 
engaged parents, while their young 
children work together in activities that 
build school readiness and emotional 
and intellectual development. 

MAjOr CHANgES TO 
IMPrOvE MENTAL 
HEALTH CArE ACCESS

We believe that wellness is a priority 
for everyone, and when mental health 
needs are addressed, we all benefit. 
Unfortunately, there are many barriers 
that can put mental health care out 
of reach for low-income communities 
– including cost, a sense of stigma, 
and care that feels exclusionary. 
We’ve initiated major changes that 
will make our counseling and well-
ness programs more accessible and 
affordable for our communities. We’re 
changing our legal certification so 
we can provide direct mental health 
counseling to young children in our 
Consultation Center. We’re also tran-
sitioning to a Medicaid-certified clinic 
so our case management and home-
based intervention programs will be 
more widely available to low-income 
residents – without referrals or diffi-
cult paperwork. These are first steps 
in a redoubled commitment – shared 
with our sister organization, The Door 
– to making sure all New Yorkers can 
benefit from access to meaningful 
mental health care. 
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OUR PROgRAmS  
AND SERviCES

For Families with  
Young Children

•  Butterflies: Mental Health  
for Children Under 5

•  Children’s Corner Early  
Childhood Center

•   Creative Steps Early  
Education  Center

• Early Childhood Center
• Early Head Start
• Early Intervention
• Family Child Care Program
• Family Enrichment Program
• Healthy Families
•  Park Slope North / Helen Owen 

Carey Early Childhood Center

For Youth

•  After-School and Day Camp  
Programs for grades K-8

•  Beacon Program
•  Children’s Blended Case  

Management
•  College Paths
• Home-Based Crisis Intervention

For Adults

• Adult Literacy
•  Project Home: Eviction  

Prevention Program
• Older Adults Programs
• The Creative Center

For the Whole Family

•  Atlantic Terminal  
Community Center

•  Campos Plaza  
Community Center

• Consultation Center
•  EXCEL: Support for Families  

& Children with Special Needs
• Houston Street Center
• Ingersoll Community Center
• The Performance Project

Successes &  
Accomplishments  
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Hope and Alan Winters have 
been part of the University 

Settlement family since Alan joined 
the Board seventeen years ago. Alan 
chaired the Board for seven years 
and today is Vice President and a 
member of the investment, gover-
nance and finance committees. An 
endowment, which he spearheaded, 
bears his name. 

Shortly after joining the board, Alan 
began teaching 5th grade in the 
Bronx as an NYC Teaching Fellow. 
Through that experience, Alan 
became an advocate of school reform 
and full spectrum community invest-
ment. “School reform in a vacuum 
doesn’t provide a path to success. We 
must provide support, resources and 
a positive environment for the entire 
community. University Settlement 
does this so well; I am proud to be a 
part of it.” 

Alan has helped US leverage its 
operational excellence. “University 
Settlement is looked to as a “best in 
class” leader in the non-profit sector 
in New York City. It’s no surprise that 
US has been the go-to partner when 
struggling organizations need help or 
innovative programs need guidance.  
The most meaningful work I’ve done 
on the board is to help assess these 
important opportunities.”

Engagement is just as important as 
financial support. Hope, Alan and 
their children have served Thanks-
giving dinners in the senior centers, 
helped out in the pre-K classrooms, 
and recruited volunteers and staff. 
“Our family involvement with US 
and the values it stands for has 
enriched us indelibly. As a family, we 
are proud to help US make our city  
a better place for everyone”. 
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ALAN  
& HOPE  
WiNTERS

  “We must 
provide support, 
    resources and a  
positive environment 
       for the entire community.”

Successes &  
Accomplishments  
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Sitting at the crossroads of Houston and Bowery, 
University Settlement’s Houston Street Center looks 
established and new at the same time. The Center 

is a vibrant hive of activity, alive with community residents 
who value its high quality, affordable offerings. Yet the 
state-of-the-art Center, with its modern industrial design, 
looks like a teenager on a street that still bears the crustier 
facades of an earlier era. It’s good to be 10.

The Houston Street Center was University Settlement’s 
first community center, outside of its historic headquar-
ters at 184 Eldridge Street. The difficult history of its birth 
in 2006 is in keeping with this most dynamic part of our 
City – the Lower East Side – and is worth considering. It 
took 47 years of blood, sweat and tears to deliver the 
Center as a gift to the neighborhood as part of the famed 
Cooper Square development that University Settlement 
helped bring about. It was one of the first examples in 
the City of enlightened urban community development. 
US and other partners fought long and hard to ensure 
that space was committed for affordable housing, neigh-
borhood preservation, and an ample community center, 
in perpetuity. The story of the Houston Street Center has 
significant bearing today as the City once again debates 
appropriate revitalization that strengthens, rather than 
destroys, communities.

More than 3,000 people participate in Houston Street 
Center programs per year. Walk in and you might encounter 
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20,000 commuNity participaNts, 9,800 classes,  
23,000 hours ... aNd that’s just the first 10 yEARS.

older adults taking a fitness class while little kids are 
learning to swim in the pool. In the afternoon, the middle-
schoolers arrive for after-school programs, while arts 
courses for people confronting chronic illness are held in 
the Creative Center; and young people with special needs 
and their parents take a class – today it’s family baking 
– that build skills and strengthen social development. As 
night falls, a local support group arrives to hold a class 
and a support session. It’s no wonder The Houston Street 
Center has been called the community’s “living room.”

The sincere magic of it all is that, without the Center, many 
of these neighbors would not be able to access programs 
like these. The surrounding streets, comprising the Lower 
East Side, Chinatown, Little Italy and SoHo, may have the 
glimmer of gentrification, but behind doors and windows 
are folks who struggle to pay their bills, are living on a 
fixed income, are under-employed, or who may struggle 
with language, culture, and isolation. The low-cost or even 
free programs of the Houston Street Center provide them 
with a holistic approach to wellness – physical, mental and 
emotional – they literally can’t get anywhere else. 

And something more: community. Participants tell US, “It 
feels like home here,” and, “It’s like a family, I’m so happy 
here.” No wonder they see the Houston Street Center as 
a place of possibilities, hope, and acceptance – a place to 
Live Fully Now. Ten years into its mission, we celebrate the 
Houston Street Center and all it has meant to the community 
surrounding it. 

Houston Street Center’s 10th Anniversary  
Live Fully Now



7

One of David’s favorite places to be 
is at the Houston Street Center; 

he calls it his other home.

When he started in our EXCEL  
program for children, youth and 
families with special needs, he was 
looking for a safe place to explore 
some of his interests and discover his 
strengths. His learning disability some-
times made other programs for young 
adults frustrating, undermining his 
commitment to success.

In EXCEL, he was able to take 
computer and drama classes with 
instructors who understood how 
he learned and what he needed to 
improve on. The theater classes, 
in particular, helped him build 
his confidence.

“I was able to find my voice, and to 
not be afraid of what others think. 
I can stand in front of others confi-
dently, and it applied to my whole life.”

Driven to work on some of his other 
skills, David asked if he could vol-
unteer at the Houston Street Center. 
With guidance and regular check-ins 
with our staff, David is able to con-
tribute to the community members 
who come in. 

He helps with paperwork, keeps the 
offices organized, prepares for other 
programs’ sessions, translates for  
Cantonese-speaking neighbors, and 
is an assistant teacher in a technol-
ogy class for seniors. He’s become a 
valuable asset to the team – a bright 
presence in the Center.

He’s also been able to gain valuable 
professional experience that helped 
him get a part-time job at an outreach 
program in Queens. “Helping here, 
it’s helped me prepare for work. I felt 
ready because of what I was doing.”

Though he’s now working, he still 
makes time to volunteer at the Center 
two days a week. “It’s where I want to 
be. I’m dedicated to it because every-
one here is another family for me.”

      “i’m getting 
new opportunities  
     to try out things  
   i never knew 
            i could do.”

EXCEL is a small-but-mighty program at the Houston Street Center – more 
than 30 workshops were offered in 2015, and we had 150 participants. 
Many participants are driven to give back to their community, volunteering 
more than 450 hours with the Center and advocating to state and city 
officials about the need for more funding for supportive programs.
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Funding Sources

   Private Support:  
Individuals, Corporations,  
and Foundations (9.69%)

   Government Grants and  
Contracts (72.35%)

  Program Fees (12.39%)
  Hospital Fees (1.01%)
  Management Fees (2.03%)
  Rental Income (2.10%)
  Miscellaneous Income (0.43%)

Balance Sheet 
Year ending June 30  2015  2014
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,317,439 $ 1,565,745
Investments, at fair value  3,264,672  3,208,712
Government grants and contracts receivable  4,441,718  2,826,653
Pledges receivable  413,800  655,970
Prepaid and other assets  403,188  163,260
Land, buildings and equipment, net**  1,930,984  1,838,277

Total Assets $ 11,771,801 $ 10,258,617

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities
Advances under government grants $ 654,056 $ 710,737
Accrued vacation  478,883  459,386
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  2,791,146  1,661,544
Amounts held on behalf of others  91,441  28,505
Deferred income  19,375  36,541

Total Liabilities $ 4,034,901 $ 2,896,713

Net Assets
Unrestricted:

Undesignated for general use $ 701,174 $ 459,855 
Creative Center general use  327,348  327,348
Board designated  665,508  665,508
Net investment in fixed assets  1,930,984  1,838,277

Temporarily restricted  2,040,079  2,024,109
Permanently restricted  2,071,807  2,046,807

Total Net Assets $ 7,736,900 $ 7,361,904

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 11,771,801 $ 10,258,617

Expenses by Category

  Early Childhood Services (45.23%)
  Youth Services (19.98%)
   Family and Counseling  

Services (26.24%)
  Management and General (7.09%)
  Fundraising (1.45%)

Our Financial Report
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Statement of activitieS

Year ending June 30  2015  2014
Support and Revenues
Private Support: 

Individuals, corporations and foundations $ 2,966,103 $ 3,135,513
Government grants and contracts  22,152,110  19,066,480
Program fees  3,792,888  1,653,618
Hospital fees  309,356  271,066
Management fees  620,758  723,209
Rental income  644,225  627,787
Miscellaneous income  131,385  75,694

Total Operating Support and Revenues $30,616,825  $25,553,367

Expenses

PrOgrAM SErvICES
Early Childhood Services $ 13,698,326  $ 10,638,644
Youth Services  6,050,561   4,027,535
Family and Counseling Services*  7,946,995   8,404,469

Total Program Services  $ 27,695,882 $ 23,070,648

SUPPOrTINg SErvICES
Management and General $ 2,147,667 $ 2,040,879
Fundraising  440,156  408,082

Total Supporting Services $ 2,587,823 $ 2,448,961

Total Expenses $ 30,283,705 $ 25,519,609

NON-OPErATINg rEvENUES
Investment income $ 41,876 $ 412,337

Total non-operating revenues $ 41,876 $ 412,337

Change in net assets** $ 374,996 $ 446,095
Net assets, beginning of year  7,361,904  6,915,809

Net assets, end of year $ 7,736,900 $ 7,361,904

* In addition to all mental health services, Family and Counseling Services program expenses include the Performance Project,  
Adult Literacy, Project Home, Older Adults, the Houston Street Community Center and the Creative Center.

**Net of depreciation.

Historical Growth

   Programs
   Administration

2014

2015

2011

2008

2005

2002

1999

5 10 15 20 25 30 Millions

Our Financial Report
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     “after 130 years, 
it’s clear that we’ve figured  
                  a few things out. ”

10

Sharon joined the University 
Settlement Board in 2007, while 

searching for an organization that 
had an extraordinary impact on the 
city that she loves. “Working with 
talent like University Settlement’s 
incredibly intelligent and innova-
tive leadership were must-haves for 
me; I’ve learned that the business 
of being successful in social jus-
tice and change-making requires 
envisioning very real outcomes. The 
opportunities we create are inex-
tricably linked to the vibrancy and 
livability of our city.”

While she has many favorite 
moments with our organization, 
what drives her passion and com-
mitment is that every single day, 
our work supports the most basic, 
yet not easily attainable, pursuit of 
the American dream. “I’m so proud 
that we are looked to for our exper-
tise and given the tough jobs; we’re 
sought after by families, young 
people, seniors, men and women 
making their way, who know  
University Settlement will support 
them in transforming their lives.”

Sharon also counts our rich history 
with the city among our strongest 
assets. “After 130 years, it’s clear that 
we’ve figured a few things out – like 
the power in working with people’s 
strengths so they can surmount even 
the toughest challenges.”

After nearly a decade with US, 
and now Chair of the Board, she 
remains impressed and humbled 
by the strength of the community 
we’ve built together. “We’ve got so 
much more work to do to make 
sure New York continues to be 
a city of opportunity, filled with 
dynamic communities and all of us 
pulling together with strength in a 
vibrant direction.”

SHARON 
EgiLiNSky
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Our Donors  

$200,000 or more
The New York Community 

Trust
Oak Philanthropy Limited
The Robin Hood Foundation
Tiger Foundation

$100,000 or more
Child Welfare Fund
Stella and Charles Guttman 

Foundation, Inc.
The Russell Grinnell  

Memorial Trust
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation, Inc.
Alan and Hope Winters Family 

Foundation

$50,000 or more
Gerstner Family Foundation
The Edith Glick Shoolman 

Children’s Foundation
Vincent Mulford Foundation
Pascale Sykes Foundation
The Pinkerton Foundation

$25,000 or more
Louis and Anne Abrons  

Foundation
Lily Auchincloss  

Foundation, Inc.
J.E. & Z.B. Butler  

Foundation, Inc.
FJC Group
Charles Hayden Foundation
Hedge Funds Care
Robert M. Howitt
Kingdon Capital  

Management, LLC
Nancy and Edwin Marks 

Family Foundation
Leah and Clayton Pope
SeaChange Capital Partners
Epstein Teicher  

Philanthropies
Isaac H. Tuttle Fund

$10,000 or more
The Barker Welfare  

Foundation
Gary J. and Marlene  

Baumann
Paul and Ann Brandow
Stuart and Sarah Britton
Credit Suisse Securities LLC
Crowd Rise
James and Melissa Friedlich
Taj Gibson
Jen and Steve L. Kasoff
Trevor Kempner
Susan and John Kwock
Janice M. Lee and  

Stuart L. Shapiro
Thomas and Loraine Morgan
Steven M. Schall and  

Alyce Russo
Gail Schargel
Morgan Stanley
George P. Wakefield  

Residuary Trust

$5,000 or more
Anonymous
Jane and Norman Alpert
Autism Speaks
Birney Mason Jr. Foundation
Credit Suisse Americas 

Foundation
Dynamic Credit Partners, LLC
Anthony Errante
Robert G. Gutenstein
Belle Horwitz
James G. and Laura Kagen
Philip and Shannon  

Kirkman
Frederick Nadd-Aubert
MUFG Foundation
New York University
The Rudin Foundation, Inc.
Katherine Sexton and  

Eric Gurian
Ian and Tessa Zilla

$2,500 or more
The Diakonos Foundation
Nancy Drosd and  

Charles Schwartz
Herman Goldman  

Foundation
MDRC
Robert Ruocco
Jeffrey Scheuer
United Neighborhood Houses 

of New York, Inc.
William J. Walsh

$1,000 or more
Anonymous
California Community 

Foundation
The Ed Lee and Jean Campe 

Foundation, Inc.
William G. Cavanagh
Karen G. Cohen
Lewis G. Cole
The Community  

Foundation for the Greater 
Capital Region

Anne Conroy
Samuel R. Chapin
John B B. and Andra  

Ehrenkranz
Renée Eubanks
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Ronni and John C. Fisher
Martin Frisch
Seth D. Hulkower
Jesse L. and Maris Krasnow
Allen J. and Leslie Levinson
Levitt Foundation
Michael Mackey
James C. Mandelbaum and 

Steven Byrnes
The Samuel Mandelbaum 

Foundation
The Carl Marks  

Foundation Inc.
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
James  and Cathy Nish

NYU Community Fund
Michael and Jillian Pohly
Thomson Reuters
Thomas E. and Ann Riley
Shirley A. Samis
Fred Harris and  

Ellen Schwartz
John Shapiro
Stephen Symonds
Joanne Witty and  

Eugene Keilin

$500 or more
Anonymous
Brian Armstrong
Terry and  

Barbara B. Bachow
Robert and Rachelle Berne
Matthew and  

Elissa Bernstein
Robert Bowman
Peggy Chin
Alan Fleisch
Manuel Frey
Domain Fung
Burnis and Clytice Gardner
Michael L. and  

Andrea Green
Susan Haskell
Ann Husaini
Anthony Kane
David Leon and  

Barbara J. Hansberry
Andrew Malcolm
Katherine Moore
Brett Odom
Elizabeth Overbay
P & A Capital Advisors, Inc.
Andy and  

Meredith Petitjean
Bernard & Eva Resnick  

Foundation
Benjamin Rosen
Marie S. Russo
Frederick P. Schaffer
Susan Shaskan Luse
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Don and Linda Sue Strand
Andrew and Ruth Suzman
Phil Zwickler Charitable 

and Memorial Foundation 
Trust

$250 or more
Wendy Breuer and  

Charles Crane
Christine Chan
Mary Choy
Daniel Christov
Ramon C. Cortines
DIRECTV Latin America
Adam & Amy M. Downey
The Educational Foundation  

of America
Marc Fenton
Martin Guggenheim
Brian Hersh
Jonathan Horner
Edward Kilduff
Alan Klein
Henry Klein
Michael Kwartler
Lifeway Photo Inc.
Lillian Miller
Emma Monaghan
Network For Good
Amy Ng
David Paretti
Richard and Peggy Peck
David Providenti
Michael Reynnells
Natalie Runyon
Brian and Harlan Saroken
Richard M. and Marie Schall
Elliott H. and Anne Sumers
Yee Nor Tam
Michael H. Zisser

$100 or more
Anonymous
M.P. Aaronson
Donna Aase
Karen Adolph
Michael Arnstein
Edgar Astrove
Carlin Axelrod
Melissa Beck

Boyd Bergen
Lisa Bernhard
Larry Bortoluzzi
Lori B. Brandston
Leslie A. Bulion
Robert Center
Gigi Chiang
John Lai Ling Chiu
Carol B. Choye
Bruce D. and Wilma Classon
Max Dana
Gerard & Jennifer Duphiney
Eastern Vision Travel Inc.
Miriam Eisinger
Dina Eisinger
Mark Federman
Florelyn Fine
GE Foundation
Shani Gendebien
Thomas N. Gilmore
Harold S. and  

Carole Greenbaum
Tamara Greenfield
Katherine D. Guenther
David Hellerstein and  

Lisa Perry
Darrell Hotchkiss
Connie Kwai King Hsia
Julie Huang
David Hurwitz and  

Claudia Fine
Rochelle S. Kaplan
Joseph Kaufman
Ruth Kest
Margaret Kierstein
Stella H. Kiyota
Jane and Joel Konigsberg
Mei Heung Kwan
Janet Kyle-Olin and  

Tom Olin
Mary Ann and Terry Lee
Charles S. Levien
Fredrick J. Levy and  

Katharine J. Gruber
Helen Loh
Joanne Lowe
Eva Luong
Ting Lung Mai
Andrew Mannarino

Law Office of  
Robert N. Martinez PLLC

Lawrence S. Martz
Joyce Mendelsohn
Norman and Melanie Mintz
Virginia Moy
Maria Mui
Marion S. Needelman
Lisa Nelson
Irene Ng
Richard and Jane A. Pearl
Helen A. Potter
Richard Rubin
Harriette Rubinstein
Stephan S. Russo
Lynne Sachs
Jeff Sameroff
Judy Sarmento
Larry M. Schall and  

Betty Londergan
Erica J. Schoenberg
Antoinette Segreto
Mary Sham
Peter F. Sielman
Andrew Simon
Agatha Skoufalos
Richard N. Soll
Judith Spektor and  

Barry Benepe
Morgan Stanley  

Employee Giving
Travis Terry and  

Rebecca Velez
Deborah L. Trupin
Barbara Turk
United Way, Inc.
Lynne S. Vallone
Cuong Vu
Nancy Wackstein
Bruno Walmsley and  

Katharine C. O’Callaghan
Karen Weiss
Jack Wong
Wai Lin Wong
Christine Wu
Christopher Yates and  

Margi Conklin
The Council of the City of  

New York, Adult Literacy  
Initiative 

The Council of the City of  
New York, Children Under 
Five Mental Health Initiative 

The Council of the City of  
New York, Council  
Member Letitia James 

The Council of the City of  
New York, Council  
Member Margaret Chin 

The Council of the City of  
New York, Council  
Member Rosie Mendez 

NYC Administration for 
Children’s Services

NYC Department of  
Cultural Affairs

NYC Department of  
Education

NYC Department of Youth & 
Community Development

NYC Department for  
the Aging

NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

NYC Housing Preservation 
Development

NYS Council of the Arts
NYS Department Health - 

Medicaid
NYS Department of  

Education 
NYS Department of Labor
NYS Office for the Aging
NYS Office of Children and 

Family Services
NYS Office of Court  

Administration
NYS Office of Temporary & 

Disability Assistance
US Department of  

Agriculture
US Department of Education
US Department of Health & 

Human Services
US Federal Emergency 

Management Assistance
US National Endowment  

for the Arts

Our Donors  
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Cynthia has grown up with 
University Settlement as a  

defining part of her life, but she’s 
most impressed with how critical 
it has been for her now that she’s  
a parent.

Her two daughters, Isis (5) and  
Isla (3), have been involved in 
many of our early childhood  
programs already, including the 
Early Intervention Program to 
address their learning disabilities, 
Early Head Start, and the Early 
Childhood Center. 

“As a parent, it’s a cohesive  
experience. They cultivate the feel-
ing of family, and give continuous  
support – the staff will always be 
there with guidance, no matter 
what you need.”

Building relationships is a key part 
of Cynthia’s experience with us. 
She’s learning to build stronger 
bonds with her children through 
one of our newer programs, 
ParentCorps, which is a support 
and resource group for parents. 
“I just needed that extra boost to 
make me stronger.”

She also guides other parents  
now that she’s part of our Early 
Intervention Program staff.  
With first-hand experience to  
light her way, she’s been a strong 
advocate for other families who  
are also seeking tools to help  
their children succeed. 

“I’ve really grown a lot, both as a 
parent here and as a staff member 
here. I have the tools I need to 
succeed, and I feel confident that I 
can share them with my daughters. 
I hope they embrace this knowl-
edge, this passion, as values of 
their own.”

      “it’s about  
relationships – our staff 
and our participants,  
we really are in a family.”

Access to educational programs for children under 5 is essential to developing 
attentiveness and persistence, as well as shaping social skills – all critical skills 
towards future success as adults. More than 1,000 young children are building 
foundations for success in our 10 early childhood programs. 

13

CyNTHiA



14

Our Family Table  

After the rousing success of our 
first ever joint benefit, Our Family 
Table, there was no question in 

our minds that our family of organizations 
– University Settlement, The Door, and 
Broome Street Academy – established a 
new, annual tradition. 

Guests to our 2nd Our Family Table were 
immersed in the neighborhoods that 
our family of organizations inhabit, with 
playful fare inspired by the cultures of 
our participants and live performances 
that pulled you into the diverse experi-
ences of our communities. Our program 
participants, whose singing and dancing 
impressed us all last year, made an  
incredible return – this time with even 
more depth, diversity and variety. 

Seniors swayed with younger adults in a 
ballroom dance to the sound stylings of 
a BSA vocalist; our BSA students again 
wowed us with a multi-media, spoken 
word “day in the life” vignette; and our 
legendary Door dance troupe teamed up 
with University Settlement’s award-winning 
after-school dance team, Undefined Beatz, 
for a show-stopping finale of dance, song 
and acrobatics. 

With live pledging on the floor, our eve-
ning also included inspiring testimonials 
from our participants and special remarks 

by our Chief Executive Officer Michael 
Zisser, who announced his impending 
retirement. 

Our 2015 Changemaker Award went to 
eyewear company Warby Parker, for their 
commitment to the health and wellbeing 
of New York City’s youth. As a partner in 
The Door’s career readiness program, 
Warby Parker provides internship oppor-
tunities for Door youth with an interest 
in preparing for a career as a licensed 
optician. The firm is also an NYC com-
munity school partner, and is providing 
low-income students at Broome Street 
Academy, our public charter high school, 
with free eye exams and eyewear. 

The evening ended with a late-night 
performance by the Grammy-nominated 
ruthie foster and her band, a powerful 
trio who helped us dance the night away 
with desserts and drinks made possible by 
jefferson’s small batch bourbon in hand.
In total, more than 360 of our closest 
supporters joined us for this unique, fun-
filled night – and contributed more than 
$600,000 that will support our family of 
organizations. 

We’d like to thank the sponsors and  
donors who made the evening a smashing 
success. We can’t wait to celebrate again 
in 2016!

Big APPLE SPONSOR
Allen & Company

gOTHAm SPONSORS
CBS Corporation & CBS Interactive
Mónica de la Torre & Herb Allen
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
JPMorgan Global Philanthropy Group
Kingdon Capital Management /  

Mark and Anla Cheng Kingdon 
Foundation

Leah & Clayton Pope
Alan and Hope Winters Family Foundation

EmPiRE SPONSORS
General Growth Properties
Tamara Mellon & Michael Ovitz
Bethany & Euan Menzies
David E. Shapiro

kNiCkERBOCkER SPONSORS
Bizzi & Partners Development /  

Halpern Real Estate Ventures
Goldman Sachs
Google / YouTube
Barbara Hill &  M. David Zurndorfer
Gretchen Piller & Paul Schaye

Elaine & Rudy Schott
Harly Stevens / CBRE
Tessa & Ian Zilla

LiBERTy SPONSORS
Nora Abousteit & Joshua Cooper Ramo
Maya Brown & Laurence Pels
Eloise & Herb Elish
Evercore
The Gurland Family
Michelle & Gene Lewis
Microsoft
Frederick Nadd-Aubert
James K. Neill & Hih Song Kim
New York University
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman
Proskauer Rose LLP
Jeanne & Robert Savitt
Cole Schotz P.C.
Andie & Charles Simon /  

Meredith & Tom Brokaw
Melissa Stern & Jim Friedlich
Warby Parker

DONORS AND SUSTAiNiNg SPONSORS
Jonathan S. Abernethy
Katherine Ahn

Kyle Ashley
Alatia Bach
Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
Indrajit & Rachel Bardhan
Todd Bassen
Marlene &  Gary J. Baumann
Patty Bayer-Troup &  Kent Troup
David Beck
Warren Benjamin
Heather Benn
Michael Berfield
Matthew & Elissa Bernstein
John Birnbaum
Peter Blake
Gabby & Jay Bockhaus
Jeffrey & Susan Bogatin
Franklin & Linda Bolling
George & Mary Bolling
Paul & Ann Brandow
Jennifer Brorsen & Richard DeMartini
Regina F. Cahill
Karen & Peter Capuciati
Justin Carey
Natalie Censori
Shari Coats
Cheryl Cohen Effron
Bill Connington

Nicole & Nick Coslov
Sara Darehshori
Jeff Davidson
Beatriz De la Torre  

& Jed Freedlander
Leigh & Chad DeMartini
Frank & Annemarie DiCola
David DiPietro
Rick Drescher  

& Kara Cummings
Michelle & Michael C. Duran
Edward Egilinsky
Sharon R. Egilinsky
Lisa Ellison
Maria Federman
Alison Ferguson-Woods &   

Blaine MacDougald
Elaine & Ron Fierman
James K. Finkel
Stephen Finkel
Ronni Fisher &  John C. Fisher
Robert Fleder
Thayer Fox
Joanna Freedman
Linn F. Freedman
Jack Freeman &  Susan Shaw
Elliott Friedel
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Lars Galldin & Seema Whig
Norb Gambuzza
Warren Geiger
Maria & Joe Genovesi
Cassandra & Bernard Gershon
Kelly Givens
Brooke Gogel
Goldfarb & Fleece LLP
Peter & Mariel Goodson
Matthew & Natalie Grainger
Nicole Greene
Henry Street Settlement
Geoff Hirsch
Michael Hirschorn
Mayme Hostetter
John Howe
Matthew & Severa Hurlock
Stephen Jacobs
Erica & Robert Juneja
Jen & Steve L. Kasoff
Karen & Donald Kilpatrick
John Klipper
Nathaniel Klipper
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts
Sarada Krishnamurthy &   

Balaji Gopalakrishnan
Isabelle Krusen

Alexa Lambert & Chauncey Parker
Noah Leff & Misook Ji
Richard W. Lehmann &  Kathleen Feely
Rachel Leifer & Suri Ratnatunga
Melanie Levine
Tracey & Walter Loh
Sunny & Steven Longbons
Jay Maisel
Andrew Malcolm
Jennifer & Jennifer Marshall
Robert Mawhinney & Mei Lin Kwan-Gett
Ryan S. McClendon
Ray McGuire
Greg & Lesa McHale
Barbara McKeon & Arch Puritz
Christopher Meehan
Lacey Mehran
Kelly Merryman
Timothy Milford
Richard Mittenthal &  Patricia Glazer
Loraine & Thomas W. Morgan
Golnar Nassiri
Justin Nelson
Don Norton
Jim Ottaway
Alex Payne
Amanda Peck

Shane Peros
Naomi Pinchuk & Larry Horwitz
Janet Pines
Pittman Family Foundation
Bonnie & Matthew Pomerantz
Fran Pomerantz
Maryann & Wendell Pope
Alexis & Jeff Porter
Anika Pratt
David Providenti
Jesse & Andrea Redniss
L.A. & Erica Reid
Jonathan Rein
Rouse Properties, Inc
Sammy Cahn Music Company
Brian & Harlan Saroken
Ellen Schall &  Steve Kelban
Marie &  Richard M. Schall
Steven M. Schall & Alyce Russo
Lisa Schiller
Kathleen & Michael Schoen
Annie Scranton
Parshv Shah
Gurjot Sidhu
Shana Sigmond
Andrea & Jeffrey A. Silver
Michael Sorrentino

Scott Spector
Carol Stevens
Charles Stuard &  Pamela Frederick
Elaine Sun & Charlie Kaplan
Dan Sundheim
Ron Sussman
Andrew Swartz
Stephen John Swiatkiewicz &  

Virginia Hatley
Michael Swift
Haleh Tavakol
Mandy Tavakol
Loretta Thomas
Brooke Travis
Joshua Tupper
Jeffrey Udell
Nancy Wackstein
Victoria Weil
Susan & Lewis Wirshba

iN-kiND SPONSORS
The Bourbon Review
Champagne Henriot
Jefferson’s Bourbon
Sherry-Lehmann Wine & Spirits
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Students in after-school programs have fewer behavioral issues than their 
peers, and learn how to responsibly handle conflict with confidence. With 
more than 15 after-school sites in our organization, over 3,000 kids and 
young adults count on us every year for the opportunity to expand their 
knowledge and skills in creative ways.

“i love  
      enhancing the
           lives of our  
future generations.  
        they just need a voice.”

you Are A vital Partner

Shawn grew up in the NYCHA 
housing behind the Ingersoll 

Community Center. He remembers 
the day that Center opened six years 
ago, and he’s intimately familiar with 
the obstacles people in the neigh-
borhood face, especially young men. 
“There are a lot of struggles in our 
neighborhood – there’s homelessness, 
gangs, violence.”

From the moment Ingersoll opened, 
Shawn was eager to get involved 
in a place that could help his com-
munity. He started as a volunteer, 
then worked his way up to become 
the Coordinator of Night Center 
programs. In his time with us, he’s 
made it his personal mission to build 
programming that keeps the neigh-
borhood whole.

He’s especially driven to be a mentor 
for teenagers – young men who 
could follow his path to success. “The 
young people here are just looking 
for acceptance, and we can give it to 
them. We can give them something 
positive to be part of.”

He’s been an inspiration to many, 
including two of his younger brothers 
who now work for US: Ne-quan is 
the Site Director for after-school at 
Fort Greene Preparatory Academy, 
and Kyrone is the Middle School 
Coordinator at Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center. 

He’s helped shape his family – and 
his neighborhood – into something 
more resilient and vibrant. 

The three young men know the 
community is looking to them. “I’ve 
seen Ingersoll bring this community 
back together, seen a foundation that 
wasn’t there before. They can look at 
us, and see what we’re willing to do 
to make our home better; that will 
push them to work with us.”

SHAWN 

16
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“i love  
      enhancing the
           lives of our  
future generations.  
        they just need a voice.”

you Are A vital Partner

Over 40,000 New Yorkers every year gain opportunities for  
prosperity and well-being through University Settlement and the 
other members of our family, The Door and Broome Street Academy.

Their success could not happen without your partnership. Make a 
life-changing donation today to support the work you’ve read 
about in this report. 

Use the envelope inside to send a check or visit our website to 
make a secure donation at www.universitysettlement.org/donate

Thank you. 
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